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ABSTRACT

Libraries are to preserve and conserve print nagefor others to have access in the near future.objective of
the study is to investigate the techniques usegréserving and conserving print materials, the qregion and
conservation policy, deteriorating agents, leveldefgradation of print materials, the barriers awodtwl methods.
The descriptive method was used, 70 copies of munestire were administered but 50 copies were mdpd to using
frequency counts and simple percentages. Findingaled that adequate security, cleaning and dustiage the
techniques used in preserving and conserving pnetierials. There is a policy statement concernireggrvation and
conservation, but the policy does not address @isazanagement. Wear and tear due to over uselartdgopying are the
visible agents of deterioration. While poor qualggper, theft and mutilation amount for the exteftdegradation.
It was recommended that a policy statement shoeldriforced; funding improved and builds manpoweetipment in
the college libraries in Nigeria
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INTRODUCTION

Libraries as memory institutions, whose missiotoigollect, organize, preserve and facilitate the af cultural
and scientific heritage. The Library as a knowletigese which is tasked with the responsibility ed@iring, processing
and disseminating its information to users, and tueonstant use these materials wears and get Torpreserve and
conserve print materials in the Library is veryesdial to prolong the life of the materials. ThemieConservation is best
understood to mean an active intervention in tipairs of items, which has deteriorated or degrab#xuiaries acquire and
preserves information bearing resources, suchri@dieals, maps etc to meet the information requeats of its clientele.
For the life of these materials to be prolongedftmure generations, the Library staff has to na@mthese materials in
good physical condition, so that it can be madéla@via and consulted at all times.

Nwalo (2003) submit that many Library user dog rseabook innocently, this is a situation wherelysar folds
back a book while reading it. This also includesliftg and pressing in of a paper or some pagespaoibéished materials.
A Library user involves in this with the intentia noting the page where they stopped readingo andark some pages
which they intend to read later. This type of bebavand activities of users on printed materialstan the disintegration

of books no matter the texture or quality of thperawhich they are made of or how strongly theyehiaging bound.
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Bank (1981) defines preservation as the art ofcgratting and preventing decay” preventing decayseduby
deteriorative agents grouped into three divisiahgse are external factors referred to as destmu@gents such as
excessive light, humidity, moisture, heat, thdfipfls, insects and rodents. Inherent factor, &agionship with the paper

content which aids its fast deterioration while itieerent factors can be divided into two, intrinand extrinsic.

Intrinsic acidity is the acid introduced during theoduction of the paper while the extrinsic agidg as a result
of pollution when it mixes with chemicals withinger it aids its ruin. Structural factors of deteaition, this can be as a
result of careless handling, wrong shelving, dainplibg, and failure of mechanized objects (e.g.aineonditioner) used

to keep the temperature constant. The over useyoparticular print material also affect the lengftthits lifespan.

The college of education libraries has been facél the challenges of preserving and conservingy fwnt
materials. Even with the awareness and technolbgid@ancement in preservation and conservationntgaks. Print
deterioration is still on the increase. Therefdhere is need to find ways/methods in dealing vgthservation and
conservation issues in Colleges of Education Libgain Nigeria. This necessitated the study on évesion and

Conservation of print materials in selected colfegeEducation Libraries in Nigeria.
OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY

This study is to investigate the preservation amaservation of print materials in selected collegesducation

libraries in Nigeria.
The Study Focuses on
» Toinvestigate the preservation and conservationrigues in use in the selected colleges of edutébraries.
» Toinvestigate if there is any preservation andseovation policy used in these libraries.
» Tofind out the type of deteriorating agents in skeéected Colleges of Education Libraries.
» Toinvestigate the extent of degradation of priatenials in selected colleges of education libsameNigeria.

* What are the barriers to the effective’s preseovaind conservation of print materials in seleaelieges of

education libraries in Nigeria

e What are the strategies in improving preservatiod aonservation of print materials in selected egmk of

education libraries in Nigeria.

Research Questions
The following research questions were drawn to girdcarrying out the study.
This includes

* What preservation and conservation methods / tgolesi are used in the selected colleges of eduditi@mies

in libraries?

« Are there any written or unwritten policy guiding Ipreservation and conservation of print materialshe

selected colleges of education in Nigeria?

» What are the visible types of deterioration of privaterials in the selected colleges of educatiddigeria?
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» Whatis the extent of degradation of print materialthe selected colleges of education in Nigeria?

 What are the barriers to effective preservation eodservation of print materials in the selecteteges of

education?

 What are the strategies for improving preservation conservation of print materials in selectedegel

libraries?
LITERATURE REVIEW

Bansa and Branches (1981) agree and submit that pagtterials in libraries should be kept from harnefffects
of light. They should be kept from changes in natsuich as changes in the weather, temperaturewsmidity. According
to Madu (2004) libraries help to preserve for thed® follow us our thoughts intellectual and higtaecords. It is very
necessary for libraries to do everything they caliidto avoid disaster by planning ahead of timérefind resources
(Wise, 2003) Olatokun (2008) surveyed preservadind conservation practices and techniques in Nigarniversity
libraries. He investigated the techniques usedrésgrvation and conservation of library materiatsjses and nature of
deterioration. The findings revealed that preséwaand conservation techniques were adopted brg wet effectively

used in all the libraries.

Jordan (2003) states that preservation is an utabtefm for array of activities, principles, praets and
organization that ensure the usability, longetiatyd accessibility of recorded knowledge. Actidtias stated that are
currently defining the realms of preservation dirdiry materials includes conservation (generalectibn repair and
special collection) reformatting (microfilming, plegopying and digitalization), selection for pression, environmental
monitoring and contents care and handling of matgrdisaster preparedness and recovery, standdating to materials,

practice and technigues, commercial binding andgrration education and training.

Banks (1981) stresses the importance of binding m®de of preservation for book materials and sstggeays

of going about them.

Plumbe (1992) says that most destructive agendetafrioration; insects and fungi. He concentraisdstudy on
their effects on print materials and solution te firoblems of deterioration, he also suggests ipehcolutions to each
problems. Print materials i:e information sourcas;ording to Aina (2002) they are materials comsufor knowledge
about a topic, a theme, an event, a date, a nurabplace or even a ward. Obi (2001) stressed futthat all these
information sources are stored in the library tovte information for users needs. There is nequréserve and conserve
print materials to lengthen their life span. Rosrgh(1993) is convinced that everyday care of ittraty books should be
given special emphasis in preservation effortssTdunviction is based on the fact that quality aate of handling of
books is a factor that prolongs the life of a bollH.A (1986) defined preservation as to include rmthnagerial and
financial consideration including storage and accmuation provisions, staffing levels, policies,hpitjues and methods

involved in preserving library and archival matésiand the information therein.
METHODOLOGY

A descriptive method was used to gather data omepvation and conservation of print materials itected
Colleges of Education Libraries in Nigeria. The IEgés of Education Libraries used are the followikggi State College
of Education Library Ankpa, Kogi State College ofiu€ation (Technical) Library Kabba, and CollegeEafucation
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Library, Warri Delta State. A questionnaire wasigiesd and used as the instrument for collectiodadé. The population
of the study covers all the library staff of thdlege Libraries. Random sampling technique was tgestlect respondents

from each of the Libraries to represent the sampéal for the study.
Frequency counts and simple percentages were osatlyse the data gathered.
DATA ANALYSIS AND DISCUSSIONS

Table 1: Sex Distribution of Respondents

Sex Frequency | Percentage
Male 24 48
Female 26 52
50 100

Table 1 reveals that 52% of the respondents araléewhile 47% indicated males.

The outcome shows that there are more female igrathan males in the college libraries underystiitie same
result was revealed in Njeze (2012) study on pvediem and conservation issues in selected privatgersities in

South-west Nigeria.

Table 2: Age Distribution of Respondents

Age Frequency | Percentages
20-30 Years 15 30
31-40 Years 10 20
41-50 years 21 42
51-60 years 4 8
61 years and above
50 100

Table 2 shows the age brackets of respondents Agbeseen 41-50 years was in the majority 21(42%),
20-30 years, 15(30%), 31-40 years 10(20%) andehst I51-60 years 4(8%). The study reveal that therenore mature
librarians in the college libraries because the laigeket between 41-50 years were in the majorltgmthe study was

carried out.

Table 3: Educational Qualification of Respondents

Qualification | Frequency | Percentage
BLS 15 30
MLS, Msc LIS 8 16
PGD 2 4
Others 25 50
50 100

Table 3 indicates the qualifications of the respmonid. Those with BLS 15(30%), MLS, Msc LIS 8(16®hD
2(4%) while others 25(50%) were in the majority.eTdata shows that there are more para profesdibralians in the
college libraries under study. (This are made up/&EC, NECO, OND, NCE, DIPLOMA and Bsc) as in (Ngg2012).
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Table 4: Job Status

Job Status Frequency | Percentage

Library Assistant 15 30
Library Officer 10 20
Librarian Il 6 12
Librarian | 8 15
Senior Librarian 4 8
Principal Librarian 5 10

Chief Librarian - -
College Librarian 2 4
50 100

As revealed in the data in table 4. Library Assittaand Library officers constitute the majorityrespondents
i.e. 25(50%) while others, Librarian Il 6(12%), kavian | 8 (15%), senior Librarian 4 (8%), Prindijh#brarian 5 (10%)
and college Librarian 2 (4%). The qualificatiorfsrespondents is an indicator to this result asashim table 3, while

others were in the majority comprising WAE, NECOND, Diploma, Bsc.

Table 5: Years of Experience

Years of Experience | Frequency | Percentage
1-5 Years 6 12
6-10 years 15 30
11-15 years 2 4
16-20 years 14 28
21 years and above 13 26
50 100

Table 5 indicates the years of experience of redpots as 1-5 years 6(12%), 6-10 years 15 (30%)51ears
2(4%), 16-20 years 14 (28%), 21 years and abo@@8%). The data shows that the majority of respatelare not old in
the service because their years of experiencegsamgtween 6-10years and 16-21 and above, whih iigsdication that

they still have more years to practice and impraweheir productivity.

Table 6: Response Rate According to Colleges

Colleges Frequency Distributed % Frequency Retrieved | %
College of Education, Warri 20 28.5[7 11 P
College of Education, Ankpa 30 42.8 21 42
College of Education (T), Kabba 20 28.97 18 36
70 99.5 50 100

Table 6, shows the response rate per college wstddy. 70 questionnaire were shared among thegasle

50 questionnaire representing 71.4% were returngdabmpleted and was used for analyzing data gathe

Table 7: What Preservation and Conservation Materits are Used in the Selected College Libraries?

www.iaset.us

Print Materials Warri Ankpa Kabba Total
Binding 1 45 | 20| 90.9 1 4.5 22
Fire Fighting equipment] 2 10 m  7( 4 20 20
Air Conditioning - - - -
Photocopying 3 33.3 4 444 2 22|2 9
Adequate security 7 179 20 51j2 12 30.7 39
Deacidification - - - - - - -
Use of insecticide - - - - - - -
Cleaning and dusting 5 15. 17 515 11 33.3 33
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Table 7 shows the preservation and conservatidmigee used in the college libraries. The tablenshthat
adequate security and cleaning and dusting withl @ft39 and 33 respectively was favoured as thansm@f preserving
and conserving print materials in the college lilem while binding and firefighting equipment 22da20 total respondent
favoured the use in their respective college liesarNo libraries in question uses, air conditignideacidification and use
of pesticide and insecticides as a technique fesqving and conserving print materials. Are tremg policy guiding

preservation and conservation of print materialsaitege libraries?

Table 8: Preservation and Conservation Policy

Policy Statement Yes No
Does the library have preservation and conservatidicy? | 47| 94| 3 6
Is the policy written? 40 80 10 20
Is the policy obeyed? 41 82 ¢ 18
Does it guide staff? 42 84 8 16
Is the policy helping the security of the Library? 44 | 88| 6 12
Does the policy address disaster? 20 |40 |30 |60

Table 8 indicated the policy and principles guidprgservation and conservation in the selecteegellibraries.
The data shows that the college libraries are Igagirstanding preservation and conservation polidyich is written,

obeyed and it serves as a guiding tool to secwfitgrint materials, but the policy fail to addrebe issue of disaster
management.

Table 9: What is the Visible Deterioration of Print Materials in the Selected Colleges?

Agents Warri Ankpa Kabba Total
Air Pollution
Wear and tear due to overuse 11 244 |20 444 |14 1 B3.45
Wear and tear due to photocopy 10 24.3 |19 46.3 |1D.2 2 41
Dust and particles 5 192 11 42|13 10 385 26
Poor shelving 8 32 10 40 7 28 25
Excessive light 4| 36.3 5/ 454 72 18]1 11
High temperature 3 100 - - 3
Biological agents 4 40 2 20 4 4Q 10
Relative humidity 2 100 - - - 2
Students riot - 15/ 100 - - 19

Table 9 shows the agents of deterioration of priaterials in the college libraries. The data revieat wear and
tear due to overuse and wear and tear due to phmtdee. 45 and 41 respondents favoured these sigéfitile dust and
particles and poor shelving followed with the totdl26 and 25 respondents respectively. Collegedafcation Ankpa
indicated student riot as one of its major agerdaiérioration because of the student riot expeeédrhat touched part of

the college libraries destroying library resourcEke preservation and conservation policy did nakenprovision for
disaster management as indicated in table 8.

Table 10: What is the Extent of Degradation of Prih Materials in the Selected Colleges?

Print Materials Warri Ankpa Kabba Total
Theft and mutilation of materials 3 20 19 48.8 120.73] 39
Poor quality of paper materials O 195 p1 456 |164.73 46
Broken spine of print material 9 2% 16 444 11 3D.536
Vandalisation of print materials [ 2313 11 36.6 1240 30
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Table 10 shows the extent of deteriorating of pmiatterials, all the items identified in the tabtmstitute to the
deterioration of print materials, with poor qualfigper material rank first a total of 48 respondehtoken spine of print
material 36, theft and mutilation, 39 and Vandaiasa30.

All the collage libraries indicated with high respe rate in favour of poor quality paper material a

Contributing factor to deterioration of print masds.

Table 11: What are the Barriers to Effective Preseration and Conservation of Print Materials?

Barriers Warri Ankpa Kabba Total
Inadequate funding 3 7.5 20 5( 17 425 40
Absence of preservation & conservation 10 100 - - - 10
Lack of infrastructure 5 20 3 12 16 64 25
Unqualified manpower 7 189 16 43)2 17 459 37
Harsh environmental condition 2 1Q 18 90 - 20
Lack of preservation policy 8 1783 21 456 17 36.946

Table 11 shows the barriers to effective presemmatind conservation of print materials with lackpodservation

and conservation policy as a barrier, followedgdequate funding and unqualified manpower.

Preservation and conservation of print materiadsadrsent in Ankpa and Kabba College libraries asvshin the

data. While harsh environmental factor was not egpeed at Kabba College Library.

Table 12: What are the Strategies for Improving Preervation and Conservation of Print Materials?

Strategies Warri Ankpa Kabba | Total
Manpower building 100 229 20 444 15 333 45
Adequate funding 11 229 20 416 17 354 48
Formulating preservation policy 11 21 21 4 (18 36 0 5
Planned storage facility 1p 270 19 513 |8 21.6 37
Building unit 7] 304 111 478 5 217 23

Table 12 shows the strategies in improving presemwand conservation of print materials, it waswh in the
data that a policy is required to be formulateds th indicated with a total of 50 respondents,rd§pondents indicated
adequate funding, 45 respondents manpower buildiiighe items indicated in the table demands dit@nexcept the
bindery units with a total of 23 respondents inrafation of it as a strategy for improving preseima and conservation in
college libraries.

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

* The study revealed that the majority of respondedeamales.
* There are more mature librarians in the Collegetibs as indicated in the study.

» Paraprofessionals are in the majority i.e. cortitig)y NECO, WAEC, OND, Diploma and NCE certificate
holders. This was also shown in the job statusidigion where 50% of the respondents fall in LityrAssistants

and library officer’s cadre.
e Age distribution shows that the majority of respents still have more years of service as indicated.

« Adequate security, cleaning and dusting were tlsgrvation and conservation techniques used ircdhege

libraries.
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e The libraries have preservation and conservatiditypowritten and obeyed by the staff, but the ppldid not
address the issue of disaster management.
» Wear and tear due to over use and photocopying wdieated as the visible deteriorating agents.
» Poor quality of paper material, theft and mutilataf materials constitute the extent of degradation

* Lack of preservation and conservation policy, imagge funding and unqualified manpower was a hatoi¢he

effective preservation and conservation of printarials.

» Adequate funding, and policy formulation and manpowapacity development was recommended basedeon th

outcome of the study.
RECOMMENDATIONS

As revealed in the study on the preservation am$ewation of prints materials in selected colle§education
libraries in Nigeria. It was revealed that printteréals deteriorate because of overuse and theteatg@photocopying. It is
recommended that multiple copies of print materghi®uld be made available to avoid readers scramidbr few

available copies.
In house clearing and dusting should be done afaedasis to avoid the invasion of pests and iissec

Copyright laws should be enforced in libraries ¢éduce plagiarisms, this preventing photocopyindutiftext

which weakens the spine of books.
Damaged items should be removed from the sheltleetbindery and returned when the repair is fixed.
CONCLUSIONS
The libraries are saddled with the responsibilftacquiring and preserving library resources fatdrical use,
These material needs to be preserved and conserpedlong their life span.

Librarians should make sure that materials in tbestody are protected and the governing bodyettileges to

education libraries in Nigeria should develop ar@hitor their preservation policy.
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